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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "Per se or consisting of a reference" in line 11. The term 
"Per se " is undefined an unclear in claim 1 , Also claim 1 on the end of page 60 lines 25 through 
26 and page 61 lines 1-2 and also lines 8 the limitation "a reference image set up section for 
setting up one of a plurality of image constituting a plurality of image assemblies displayed on 
said display section in form of a new reference image according to operation " the term 
"Operation" has not been explained as according to what operation, and also the term "form" on 
page 61 on claim 1 is unknown and unclear and not explained as display section in what form 

4. Claim 4 on page 63 the same unknown and unclear terms have been used as claim 1, 
lines 7-8 as term "creating section in form of a new" the term "in form" is unknown and unclear 
as in what form, and also on claim 4, page 63, line 14 the term "according with operation" is 
unknown and unclear as "according with what operation" 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claim 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kuwata (U.S. 
patent 6,760,489) 

Regarding claim 1 Kuwata discloses: An image processing condition determining 

apparatus (please note Fig.2, column 5 lines 54-57 the computer 10 used as the image 

processing condition device) for determining image processing conditions defining 

contents of image processing wherein an original image is subjected to the image 

processing (please note column 5 lines 54-67 na column 6 lines 1-14) said image 

processing condition determining apparatus comprising: an image obtaining section 

(please note Fig.1, item C1 the image obtaining unit, also note Fig.2 items 1 1a-1 1c the 

image obtaining units which transmit the original image to the computer 10 for 

processing, column 5 lines 57-61) for obtaining an initial image associated with the 

original image (please note column 5 lines 55-61) an image creating section for 
I 

performing an image creating processing wherein an image assembly (please note 
Fig.1 item C2 the interpolating unit where he original picture or image is altered different 
time and in fact recreated, column 5 lines 39-41) consisting of the initial image 
obtained by said image obtaining section (please note Fig.1 item C1 and C2 where the 
image obtaining unit C1 transmits the original image to the device C2 for processing, 
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column 5 lines 38-41 ) per se or consisting of a reference image in which a 
predetermined image processing is applied to the initial image and a plurality of 
variation images in which image processing is applied to the initial image (please note 
Fig.1 item C2 where the plurality of interpolations are done on the image, column 5 lines 
40-44) in accordance with an image processing condition wherein a parameter value of 
an adjustment parameter selected from a plurality of parameters is varied (please note 
column 37 lines 50-58) taking as a reference a reference image processing condition for 
obtaining the reference image of image processing conditions defined by a set of 
parameter values of the plurality of parameters (please note Fig.51 where the image 
data obtaining unit F1 transmits the original image to the picture element interpolation . 
unit F4 and there on according to Fig. 54 the parameters "contrast, sharpness, 
brightness are done on the image, column 36 lines 52-61) is created for each of three or 
more sorts of adjustment parameters (please note column 36 lines 52-61) a display 
section (please note Fig.2 item 17a the display monitor, column 6 lines 15-20) for 
displaying the image assembly created by said image creating section (please note 
column 6 lines 56-65) a reference image set up section for setting up one of a plurality 
of images constituting a plurality of image assemblies displayed on said display section 
(please note column 7 lines 50-67) in form of a new reference image according to 
operation (please note column 6 lines 30-56) and an image processing condition 
determining section (please note Fig.51 item F2 where the processing condition is set, 
column 35 lines 50-53) for determining a reference image processing condition (please 
note column 35 lines 44-62) associated with the reference image finally set up by said 
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reference image set up section (please note column 35 lines 53-67 and column 36 lines 
1-25) in form of an image processing condition where the original image is subjected to 
the image processing in accordance with operation (please note column 36 lines 10-25) 
wherein said image creating section repeats said image creating processing upon 
receipt of set up of the reference image (please note column 36 lines 26-45) taking an 
image processing condition for creating a set up new reference image as a new 
reference image processing condition (please note column 36 lines 53-67 and column 
37 lines 1-25). 

Regarding claim 2 Kuwata discloses: An image processing condition determining 
apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising: an image attribute designating 
section for designating an attribute of an image in accordance with an operation option 
(please note Fig.4, the brightness or sharpness which are the attributes which are the 
attributes designated features, column 36 lines 53-61) and a parameter determining 
section for determining the adjustment parameter in accordance with the attribute 
designated by said image attribute designating section (please note column 29 lines 27- 
34) wherein said image creating section creates the image assembly on the adjustment 
parameter determined by said parameter determining section (please note column 35 
lines 44-61 where the interpolation which is done on the F2 and F3 uses parameters 
and attributes such as sharpness). 

Regarding claim 3 Kuwata discloses: An image processing condition determining 
apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said image creating section creates three or 
more image assemblies including at least two image assemblies in which a parameter 
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value of a same adjustment parameter is varied with mutually different variation widths 
(please note column 29 lines 5-34) instead of creating the image assembly for each of 
three or more sorts of adjustment parameters (please note column 36 lines 53-61 ). 
Regarding claim 4 Kuwata discloses: An image processing image processing 
condition determining program storage medium storing an image processing condition 
determining program which causes a computer system to operate as an image 
processing condition (please note Fig.2 item 13b) determining apparatus when the 
image processing condition determining program is executed in the computer system 
(please note column 5 lines 36-38 where the item C2 of Fig.1 executes the carries out 
the image processing and interpolation process) said image processing condition 
determining program comprising: an image obtaining section (please note Fig.1, item 
C1 the image obtaining unit, also note Fig.2 items 1 1a-1 1c the image obtaining units 
which transmit the original image to the computer 10 for processing, column 5 lines 57- 
61) for obtaining an initial image associated with the original image (please note column 
5 lines 55-61) an image creating section for performing an image creating processing 
wherein an image assembly (please note Fig.1 item C2 the interpolating unit where he 
original picture or image is altered different time and in fact recreated, column 5 lines 
39-41) consisting of the initial image obtained by said image obtaining section (please 
note Fig.1 item C1 and C2 where the image obtaining unit C1 transmits the original 
image to the device C2 for processing, column 5 lines 38-41 ) per se or consisting of a 
reference image in which a predetermined image processing is applied to the initial 
image and a plurality of variation images in which image processing is applied to the 
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initial image (please note Fig.1 item C2 where the plurality of interpolations are done on 
the image, column 5 lines 40-44) in accordance with an image processing condition 
wherein a parameter value of an adjustment parameter selected from a plurality of 
parameters is varied (please note column 37 lines 50-58) taking as a reference a 
reference image processing condition for obtaining the reference image of image 
processing conditions defined by a set of parameter values of the plurality of 
parameters (please note Fig.51 where the image data obtaining unit F1 transmits the 
original image to the picture element interpolation unit F4 and there on according to 
Fig. 54 the parameters "contrast, sharpness, brightness are done on the image, column 
36 lines 52-61 ) is created for each of three or more sorts of adjustment parameters 
(please note column 36 lines 52-61 ) a reference image set up section for setting up one 
of a plurality of images constituting a plurality of image assemblies created by said 
image creating section in form of a new reference image according to operation (please 
note Fig.1 item C2 where the plurality of interpolations are done as to create the 
different or plurality of images with different parameters, column 5 lines 40-45) and an 
image processing condition determining section for determining a reference image 
processing condition associated with the reference image finally set up (please note 
Fig.1 , item C3, column 5 lines 44-50 where C3 obtains a feature amount concerning the 
image data with respect to selected interpolation process) by said reference image set 
up section in form of an image processing condition where the original image is 
subjected to the image processing (please note column 5 lines 39-45) in accordance 
with operation wherein said image creating section repeats said image creating 
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processing (please note column 5 lines 40-45 where the C2 creates different 
interpolation for each image) upon receipt of set up of the reference image taking an 
image processing condition for creating a set up new reference image as a new 
reference image processing condition (please note column 36 lines 53-67 and column 
37 lines 1-25). 

Contact Information 

> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7462 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7471 . 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for formal communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Knox building on 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 

Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2§26 
April 28, 2QOX J 
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